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The Signal

Venture Reunion, Victoria, Sep 11-14, 2019:
65 YEARS of history and fond memories

This is the final result of the Reunion Legacy Project. The plaque will be affixed to the base of the
Venture cadet statue. A photo of the plaque will be mounted in the Remembrance alcove in the
Welland Room. [Courtesy of our Venture Historian, Wilf Lund.]

The Signal is published twice a year by the Venture Association.

Send letters, articles, photos, etc., to the Editor and pay dues by cheque
payable to the Venture Association, c/o D. G. Longmuir, Editor and Registrar, 903-168 Chadwick Court, North Vancouver, BC V7M 3L4; e-mail
dglongmuir@gmail.com. Changes of address and other personal info should be sent to your Class Rep (see p.7) with a copy to the Registrar. Go to
our comprehensive website for breaking news: https://www.hmcsventure.com. and keep Darryl Harden, our webmaster, in the loop:
webmaster@hmcsventure.com. And, if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, contact us by e-mail or Canada Post.
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Venture Association Annual General Meeting
13 September, 2019
Minutes of the AGM, Collier Bldg Theatre, NOTC Venture
1. Call to Order, 1000. The President. Ed Vishek, welcomed all and stressed that he had a full agenda that he wanted to
follow. Ed outlined the highlights and then invited the Co-Chair of the Venture Reunion Organizing Committee to say a few
words. Eric Waal spoke to the detailed letter that had been submitted earlier and distributed for most members to digest.
2. In Attendance: 58 members were in attendance at the start of the meeting.
3. Approval of Minutes of previous meeting: Previous minutes were not submitted for approval as no minutes were prepared
for the Ottawa reunion.
4. Financial Report: The National Treasurer, Ron McLean presented a financial statement for the period from 1 January until
23 August, 2019. The statement listed all revenues for the period including the registration and Reunion costs. He projected a
surplus after all bills had been paid and revenues collected. He showed $15,000 in the bank at year end. There were no
questions from the floor, but Dick Duffield stated that he had Venture lapel pins for sale which had the potential to add a few
dollars to the total. The Report will be available in full on the website.
5. Church Service: The Rev. Harvey Waddell took the opportunity to brief the members on the planned commemoration
services for Saturday.
6. Historical: Wilf Lund spoke about the statue “The Weasel” and the need to maintain it with the cooperation of the Base,
through NOTC Venture. He mentioned that it was extremely important to maintain a close association with the Base for
continued support including to the maintenance of the Welland Room. He spoke on the need to move the statue indoors in the
future. Wilf mentioned the Memorial Plaque in the Welland Room and the photo of the Queen’s visit to Victoria in 1959, which
was prepared for display by Marilyn Cunningham.
7. Proposed Changes to Reunions: The President started the discussion by saying the National President must continue to
look after the artifacts and initiate the rewriting of the Bylaws. A motion was presented by Eric Waal to accept the proposals in
the letter sent to the President previously to all members. The motion was seconded by Stan Brygadyr. The letter had six
recommendations:
1, to cease the five year cycle of reunions,
2. to continue with Regional and Class reunions as currently organized,
3. to establish Regional Vice Presidents of the Venture Association,
4. to continue with the positions of a National President and Treasurer,
5. to continue with the production of the Signal and the Website, and
6. to form a committee with representation from all three Regions to consider and recommend how best to
dissolve the Association and dispense with remaining funds in due course.
8. A question from the floor by Jack McGee (60), queried the need to follow the rules on membership for only those who
attended between 1954 and 1966. A reply was provided by former President Ken Scotten who recalled that previous discussion
noted that the Venture experiences after the 1966 period were totally different than prior to then. His remarks were
corroborated by Wilf Lund. He stated that we classes would understand that they had access to seed money from National for
any local functions. Again from the floor, Tim Kemp (63-2), wanted to confirm that everyone should be notified of events
being held by classes or regions nation wide. He was assured that all would be notified via the Venture website.
9. The Vote: A vote was held on the proposals as published in the letter. A show of hands confirmed unanimous agreement
and the motion was carried. Tom Essery (59), confirmed that the intent was for the idea of class reps to remain national. Joe
Paquette (61), provided some clarification. Each agreed that any class functions or communications would carry on as in the
past. The intent of the three-region system was to recognize the desire for less travel but to still have local functions regionally,
and organized regionally.
10. Regional Vice Presidents: It was moved by Graeme Evans (65) that we establish regional Vice Presidents with the
National President also looking after the west coast. Joe Paquette suggested we name a President on the west coast with two
regional Vice Presidents. Without further discussion the motion was approved.
11. Signal and Website: Eric Waal moved that the Signal and Website carry on as previously and that funding continue as
done previously. The motion was seconded by Dave Cramton (59). The motion was approved.
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12. Committee of Dissolution: After much discussion it was left for the new Vice Presidents to decide on dissolution matters.
Doug McLean (64) strongly emphasized that the new regional representatives would be able to decide how to go about terminating
the Association. Most agreed and a motion was not put forward formally.
13. Election: The names of three candidates were provided for election for Halifax, Ottawa and Victoria. They were Matt
Durnford, Halifax; Richard Duffield, Ottawa; and Peter Bey, Victoria. There being no other nominees, all were acclaimed with
Peter Bey designated as the President. Rick French (66), wanted to know if we were to follow the five-year cycle regionally. The
response was that the matter would be laid out in the new bylaws. The bylaws would allow for any region to organize any event
that they desired, whenever they desired.
14. Other Matters: The suggested, but long-established dues of $10 per year were discussed. Gordon Longmuir (57) reminded us
that all who ever attended Venture are members, so that dues cannot be mandatory. In the absence of national reunions, dues may
be paid by cheque or etransfer to Gordon, who will register the payment and forward it to the National Treasurer. Members may, if
they wish, send their dues directly to the Treasurer who will inform Gordon so they may be registered. Both Gordon Longmuir and
Darryl Harden (65) were thanked for their continued hard and fruitful endeavours.
Gordon Longmuir said he was happy to carry on with the dual functions of Registrar and Editor of the Signal and to coordinate
with Darryl Harden’s excellent website. One issue of note was the distribution of the Signal: It was agreed that, in future, only
electronic distribution of the Signal will be done unless members specifically ask for it to be sent by snailmail. This will result in
savings in time and money (printing, postage, etc.) It was also agreed that widows of deceased members will continue to receive
condolences by letter from the President, along with an offer of honorary membership, which includes receipt of the Signal.
Jack McGee (60) spoke on behalf of John Cody about Kay Collucut’s efforts to continue soliciting donations for the Shearwater
Museum building fund.
Lee Myrhaugen (63-II) reported on John Cody’s sudden illness while preparing to embark for the aircraft ride out west.
Stan Brygadyr (59) spoke on behalf of Terry Milne who was requesting assistance with funding of a planned Hampton Gray
Memorial now in the planning stages for unveiling in 2020 in Sidney. There is information on this project on the website and in

the Signal.
Al Snowie (66), reminded all of two upcoming anniversaries: the 100th anniversary of the first airmail flight across Canada; and the
75th anniversary of the end of the Battle of the Atlantic.
All voiced their thanks to Ron Mclean for his continued dedication as Treasurer.
15. Motion to Adjourn: The President adjourned the General Meeting.
[** The Treasurer’s Financial Report may be found in full on the website www.hmcsventure.com ]
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Letters to the Editor
From Southampton, England
Dear Editor
It is rare that I write to editors but now seems the right time. I must be the only Venture graduate to still have toys, in fact three
English steam engines and more in build. If you see the movie Paddington 2, the red one in the beginning, number 990, is mine. So
here is a joke for the Signal. This is attributed to Sir Josiah Stamp, the Chairman of the LMS, then the largest company in the UK.
This is the mid-30s: “Occasionally, the workers in the main locomotive works were allowed to take their wives and sweethearts
around the works to see what they did. One young lad took his girl to the boiler shop where he worked and she asked him why they
needed to boil the locomotives. Not missing a beat, he replied, to make the locomotive tender.” Groan, yes groan.
The main reason for writing is twofold. First, Sieg Deleu’s story captures so well what Venture was all about. Why it allowed all of us
to develop and become who we are today. It matters not whether we stayed and had high rank or did the same in civvy street. I know
my experience allowed me to succeed to become the youngest division head in Marmon Corp with 70 companies. So, thanks Sieg for
your story. I would love to have seen your face when you saluted, wrong arm!
Now to the future of the association. I will be but a weak voice as my attendance record is minimal as it is a bloody long way from
Southampton. Indeed, I am but a couple of years away from being uninsurable for travelling to Canada and the US. That is slightly
complicated by having a heart attack five years ago and no one discovered it until now.
So, to business, items 1-4, no comment sounds sensible though. Item 5, yes important to keep the Signal going as it is the only way
I can keep track of you guys. Funding should not be a problem as this will be the way we keep in touch. Item 6 in an interesting one.
By all means form another committee but we ought to be able to get the funds down to a smallish sum. As a model we in
Southampton (Model Engineering Society) were contacted by (local) Winchester to have their assets. Their constitution directed them
to dispose of their assets, upon folding, to a like minded society. They folded for lack of members. Venture could pass assets on for
safe keeping with some organisation, one would think.
Aye,

David Goyder, Class of ‘61
From Victoria, BC
Dear Editor
We had a call from Tom and Linda Essery … they invited us to a reception at their home during the Venture reunion as an opportunity
to meet up with our old friends Ron and Gail Perks during what I gather will be a very full program of events. This jigged my
memory about your offer to include a notice about the Lt.Gray Memorial project in the the Signal. The project is ongoing and ( I
think) on target for holding a Memorial Dedication Ceremony on 9 August 2020 the 75th anniversary of Hammy Gray's last battle. Of
course it will also be the 75th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bombs and the ending of the war so I expect there will be a
lot of media coverage of these historic events.
We are working with the British Columbia Aviation Museum at Victoria Airport to locate the memorial outside the front entrance to
the museum on the Victoria Airport grounds. There is much that still needs to be decided and completed. We have collected $18,000
in donations so far but costs so far are expected to be considerably more than this . We have applied for a BC Community Gaming
Grant for matching funds but the competition for these grants is extremely keen.
I have attached a copy of our current funding appeal letter and also a photo of the original Lt.Gray memorial in Onagawa Bay —it
had to be moved following the devastating tsunami in 2011 and I haven't got a photo of the current site. I don't expect you will have
much room for a funding appeal notice in the newsletter but I have included the photos in case you get subsequent queries and the
Appeal Letter contains information on where to send donations.
I hope the reunion goes well and is well attended...We know quite a few Venture graduates so we may have contact with a number of
them as a result of them attending the event.
Aye

Terry Milne, former CFA, Tokyo
[Ed Note: The appeal is posted on the website hmcsventure.com and was alluded to at the Reunion General Meeting (see Minutes above).
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Letters to the Editor, cont’d
From Victoria, BC
Dear Editor
This photo was acquired for the Welland Room by the
Reunion Committee to mark the event. While the project was
in train, Joe Cunningham died and we decided to make it in
Remembrance of his contribution to the Welland Room and
the Venture Association. We asked Marilyn Cunningham to
frame it as she had done for all the Welland Room photos.
She would not take payment for her time or materials. The
committee has deemed this photo to be a donation from her.
The photo is from the Victoria City archives. I saw it on
display in the museum at Government House. The cadets in
the photo are from the Class of 1960. Sorry the quality is not
great. …

Aye,

Wilf Lund, Class of ’61, Venture Historian

From Victoria, BC
Dear Editor
It is good to hear from you. …
My speech in attached for your use as you desire. The only
point I would like reflected in any publication is a credit to
Captain (N) Wilf Lund, Ret’d for his great assistance in my
research. I am still using Windows 7 and Microsoft Office
from that era so hope your systems can open/read it. By the
way, with a fair amount of exploring I also found lots of
useful info on the VENTURE website.
All the best,
Yours aye,

John Anderson, Adm, RCN (Ret’d)
[Ed. Note: There is insufficient room in this newsletter to publish all
of Admiral Anderson’s remarks; they are posted in full on the
website www.hmcsventure.com ]
Y’r Editor with our distinguished Gala speaker,
Adm John Anderson, former CDS

Ruth D’Hollander provided the flowers for the
Reunion Memorial Service at the Garrison Church
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Register Changes
Class of ’56
Fred Green, 1059 Roslyn Rd, Victoria, BC V8S 4R4;
tel: (778) 433-8585; email: kenhill240@gmail.com
Chuck Thomas email: chuck_thomas@shaw.ca
Marilyn Cunningham email: marilynecunningham@gmail.com
Class of ’58
Tim Porter email: timcornwall38@gmail.com
Class of ’62
Lynn Mason email: lynngordonmason@gmail.com
Class of 63-II
Steve Grant email: svseaecho@gmail.com
Class of ’65
Bill Middleton, 92 Attwood Cr., Dartmouth, NS H2V 1G7; tel: (902)
435-3301
Class of ’66
Ross Beck, 49 Friesian Court, Apt 202, Halifax, NS B3M 0J8; tel: (902)
403-4131; email rossbeck1946@gmail.com
Class of ‘67
Richard Neveu email: richmar@hotmail.ca

In Memoriam
René D’Hollander, Class of ’57
Bob Price, Class of ’63-II
Rod Newman, Class of ’59
Tom Taylor, Class of ’57
Ron Forbes, Class of ’66 (d. 2017)
Ian Sturgess, Staff
Claude Sedeijn, Class of 59
Peter Smart, Staff

The President’s
Message
Welcome to my first President’s report.
I start by thanking Ed Vishek for his
superb work over the last five years.
Ed managed the
Venture Association to ensure we carried on with our historical
traditions. I hope to continue under his guidance, if required.
Ed also ran a well-organized Reunion Annual General Meeting
and managed to expertly follow the proposed agenda. For
those unable to attend I should emphasize that the letter
recommending changes to our constitution or/and bylaws was
adopted wholeheartedly. [See the Minutes on pp 2 and 3 of
the Signal]. We agreed that the five-year cycle of reunions
would continue, but with Regional and Class functions,
establishing Regional Vice Presidents, carrying on with the
current national President and Treasurer positions and
continuing the production of the Signal and Website. A
committee will be formed to rewrite the Constitution and
create appropriate by-laws. Hopefully we can complete all of
that by the new year.
The main purpose of the changes is to facilitate group
cohesion and still allow us to get together without having to
travel great distances as we age. Also, by creating the three
Regions, each can draw on National funds from our Treasurer
to access seed money for local events. Important to note that
the purpose of Class Reps will not change. As well, if one
Region is sponsoring an event, it is accepted that all Ventures
would be welcome to participate. Notification would be by the
Signal and the Website.
Getting back to the 2019 Reunion, I have to say that I
personally really enjoyed it. Our numbers were pretty good,
approaching 200 for the Meet and Greet and 175 for the Gala
Dinner. I also had another chance to go to sea with the grey
funnel line, in the rain, of course. By all accounts those in
attendance enjoyed themselves — it was good to see so many
smiling faces. We should really thank Wilf Lund and Eric
Waal for their excellent leadership in herding the cats that
were their committee members. It all turned out very well. I
found most impressive the Rev Harvey Waddell’s briefing on
the church’s five- page Sexual Misconduct Policy. It turned
out that we were incident free. Our local host, the Venture
Subdivision of the Fleet School (formerly, and possibly in
future again, NOTC Venture), was impressive in their
organization and for looking after us with so much care and
respect. We should be very grateful for their consideration
and thankful for their dedication to us and to the traditions of
Venture forever.

Aye,
HMCS Wolf PCT59 Orca Class—
Sea Day, Venture Reunion,
September 2019

Peter Bey, Class of 65,
President

************
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The Editor’s Corner
For this special edition of the Signal,
following the September 2019 Reunion in
Victoria,
I must first congratulate the
organizing committee for their fine work in
bringing together all the complicated pieces
that made the event work so very well. Particular kudos to Cochairs Wilf Lund and Eric Waal, but it was, indeed, a collegial
effort. There were many high points, but the climax for me was
the gala dinner with the outstanding tribute to Venture by former
CDS John Anderson, the full text of which is posted on the
website www.hmcsventure.com. At last count, I believe we
had almost 200 members in attendance, including spouses and
guests, but it was clear that the numbers would be smaller five
years from now; thus, all agreed that this would be the last
“national” reunion. I think all of us were happy to see the
Association continue, however, and to note the healthy bank
balance that will make it possible for the Signal and the
Website to continue and, more important, to modestly subsidize
regional events from time to time. The minutes of the General
Meeting of September 13 are here in full on pp. 2 and 3 and are
well worth the time it takes to read in full, so I have devoted
space to this important document. Please remember that this is
your newsletter — I am happy to continue this labour of love for
as long as I am physically and mentally able, but I need short but
readable letters to the editor (especially to point out
shortcomings), recollections, articles, commentaries on current
issues, jokes, cartoons, and photos, e.g., from the September
Reunion, ou en anglais ou dans la langue de Molière.

Aye,

Gordon Longmuir, Class of ’57, Registrar and
Editor of the Signal

The Executive*
Peter Bey (’65) - President and
Responsible for West Coast:
(250) 652-2225; peternbey@yahoo.ca
Matt Durnford (’65), Vice President,
Halifax: (902) 766 4104;
cormorant@eastlink.ca
Richard Duffield (’62) - Vice
President, Central: (613) 837-1346;
duffieldfcga@rogers.com
Ed Vishek (’61) - Past President:
(250) 598-9794; ekvishek@telus.net
Ron McLean (’65) - Treasurer: (250)
595-5087; ronmclean@shaw.ca
Gordon Longmuir (’57) - Registrar
and Editor of the Signal: (604)
760-7038; dglongmuir@gmail.com

Note to Snailmail
Recipients
As reported in the Minutes of the Reunion
General Meeting (pp 2&3 above), it was agreed
that the Signal will no longer be automatically
mailed out to those who have not provided an email address. If you are receiving the Signal by
Canada Post, please let me know asap if you
wish to continue doing so. In other words, I
will cease mailing out the newsletter to the 50odd snailmail recipients unless you actively
advise that you wish to continue. This will save
me a good deal of time and will save the
Association money in printing, envelopes and
postage. Write me at D.G. Longmuir, 903-168
Chadwick Crt, North Vancouver, BC V7M 3L4

Y’r Editor
Distribution of The Signal

As of this edition, 446 copies distributed,: 399 electronically
via the website or direct e-mail; 47 by snail mail. To
addresses in: Australia, Bahamas, Belgium, Canada, New
Zealand, Norway, Thailand, the UK and the USA.

Darryl Harden (’65) - Webmaster:
(306) 216-2141;
webmaster@hmcsventure.com
Wilf Lund (’61) - Venture Historian:
(250) 598-5894; wilflund@telus.net

Class Representatives*

1956: Bob Lancashire (902)
446-7107; casalanc@eastlink.ca
1957: Doug Henderson (250)
370-0790; e-mail
dahenderson@shaw.ca
1958: Tony Smith (250) 479-5676;
tony.f.smith@shaw.ca
1959: Tom Essery (250) 477-9321;
tessery@shaw.ca
1960: Pierre Yans (250) 592-5997;
pjyans@shaw.ca
1961: Wilf Lund (250) 598-5894;
wilflund@telus.net

f1962: Eric Waal (250) 477-1425;
ebwaal@yahoo.com
1963-I: Russ Rhode (250) 642-0086;
russal@shaw.ca
1963-II: Tim Kemp (250) 494-5043;
timkate@shaw.ca
1964: Gord Oakley (250) 544-1616;
gordon_oakley@telus.net
1965: Graeme Evans (250) 361-2646;
gnbevans@shaw.ca
1966: Ross Beck (902) 403-4131;
rossbeck1946@gmail.com
1967: Errol Collinson (250) 704-0048;
erroni@shaw.ca
*NB: Class Reps are members
of the Executive
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Wilf and Ginny Lund with son
LCdr Wil Lund who commands
the Naval Tactical Operations
Group that did the boarding

In response to my request for Reunion photos, I had an overwhelming response; a selection, is above. I shall publish more in
the next Signal probably in April 2020. The official naval photographer has provided other images, mainly from the “air”
and “sea” days (see p. 3 above) ; most of those will be posted to the website www.hmcsventure.com very shortly.

