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The Signal
Venture Reunion 2019: Four
Months Away and Counting!
“Home Coming”!!

The 2019 Venture Reunion is scheduled for September 11-14, 2019; an updated program
follows, along with the registration form which we urge you to send in by end of July/July
2019 (with your cheque, of course). After that, it will be “first come, first served”. Most
important, please see p. 2 for an important note re issues for the AGM. Since this is (probably)
the last Signal before the Reunion, please also consult the website for breaking news:
www.hmcsventure.com
The program (subject to change) is as follows; Class Reps will be sending updates as necessary:
Wed, Sep 11, 1700-2300: Registration and Meet and Greet, Venture Gunroom
Thu, Sep 12: Navy Day - AM: Simulator and Dockyard; Lunch at Venture Cafeteria; PM: Orca Sea Time
Naval Air Day - AM: 443 (MH) Sqn Brief, Hangar tour, Cyclone tour; Lunch TBA
PM: Free; Evening: Class Functions (TBA by Class Reps)
Fri, Sep 13, 1000-1100: Venture Association General Meeting, Admiral Collier Auditorium
1830 for 1930 - 2300: Gala Dinner, Wardroom (buffet)
Sat, Sep 14, 1100-1200: Remembrance Service at St Peter and St Paul (Garrison) Church
followed by coffee and farewells at Venture Gunroom
The Reunion Committee has planned for a maximum of 220 participants. To date, just over 100 registrations
have been received. For planning purposes, members are encouraged to register by July 31 — this is a change
from the original deadline of May 31, but please sign up soon.
A few other points: (1) Members cannot register for both Navy Day and Naval Air Day, and these events are
restricted to former Venture Cadets and staff only, no spouses or guests; (2) For clarification, the Registration
fee of $20 is to cover unforeseen incidental expenses; and (3) Dress code for the Meet and Greet and most other
events is casual, for the Gala Dinner is jacket and tie. (4) Maps of venues and transportation details will be
circulated later.

The Signal is published twice a year by the Venture Association.

Send letters, articles, photos, etc., to the Editor and pay dues by cheque
payable to the Venture Association, c/o D. G. Longmuir, Editor and Registrar, 903-168 Chadwick Court, North Vancouver, BC V7M 3L4; e-mail
dglongmuir@gmail.com. Changes of address and other personal info should be sent to your Class Rep (see p.7) with a copy to the Registrar. Go to our
comprehensive website for breaking news: https://www.hmcsventure.com. and keep Darryl Harden, our webmaster, in the loop:
webmaster@hmcsventure.com. And, if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, contact us by e-mail or Canada Post.
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NB!: Reunion AGM Issues: the Future of the Venture Association
Members will be aware that the Venture Reunion in Victoria may be the last of its kind to be held every five years. The

Venture Reunion Organizing Committee (VROC) has agreed to a number of recommendations that have been submitted by
letter to the President of the Association, Ed Vishek, for discussion and possible vote at the AGM in Victoria on Friday,
September 13 (auspicious date, that). The co-Chairs of VROC, Wilf Lund and Eric Waal, have commented that “at some
point in the future, our Association will … fade away and it is considered that it is [time] to determine the options on how to
accomplish this matter. Pending the time of the eventual cessation of the Venture Association, it is assumed that the Signal
and the website [www.hmcsventure.com] will continue to be supported and produced.” Members will wish to consider the
following factors:
a. the Venture Association membership is an aging demographic;
b. membership is limited to those who attended HMCS Venture as cadets and staff between
the years 1954-1966, after which this officer training establishment was decommissioned;
c. as a result of the above, the Association membership is not only aging but also declining
in numbers;
d. the issue of the five year cycle of Reunions was raised at the last Reunion in 2014,
but there was no resolution and no minutes were recorded, leaving the way forward
still to be resolved by the membership, and
e. during the current VROC proceedings an informal survey of the membership, via Class Reps,
was taken to determine the favorability of continuing with the five year cycle.
It was fairly unanimous that Regional (Victoria, Halifax and Ottawa) and Class Reunions be
the standard way forward and that the five year cycle of National Reunions be ended.

In view of the factors listed above the following Recommendations are forwarded for inclusion in the
AGM deliberations for a vote by the membership attending the Reunion in September 2019.
Furthermore it is suggested that these Recommendations, along with the factors affecting them, be
conveyed to the whole membership for comment, including those who are not able to attend the
Reunion, via the Signal prior to the Reunion.
1. To cease the five year cycle of holding National Reunions.
2. To continue with Regional and Class Reunions as currently organized and held.
3. To establish Regional Vice Presidents of the Venture Association.
4. To continue with the positions of a National President and Treasurer.
5. To continue with the production of the Signal and the Website
(www.hmcsventure.com) as long as funding remains available.
6. And, finally, to form a Committee from the membership, with representation
from all three Regions, to consider and recommend how best to to eventually
dissolve the Venture Association and dispense any remaining funds in the
Association's Bank Account.

Please read the above carefully and send any comments, alterations or
additions to your Class Rep before July 31.
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Venture Reunion Registration
September 11-14, 2019 “ Coming Home”
Name:________________________________

Class: _____

Indicate below which activities you plan to attend, and, if your spouse or a guest will
accompany you, provide their name and selected activities. A registration fee of $20 has
been added to cover unforeseen miscellaneous costs:

Name of spouse/guest: _____________________
___ Registration fee - $20.00

___ Registration fee - $20.00

___ Meet and Greet - $45.00

___ Meet and Greet - $45.00

___ Navy Day
___ Air Day
___ Gala Dinner - $75.00

___ Gala Dinner - $75.00

___ Remembrance Service

___ Remembrance Service

Total member fee _________

Total spouse/guest fee _________

Annual Dues: Dues cover the costs of maintaining our Venture website, the Signal and
other administrative costs. Dues are $10.00/year, usually collected for the next 5 years at
Reunions unless members have already paid in advance. Total Dues ________

Total payment (member fee + spouse/guest fee + registration fees + dues)_________
NB: Credit cards cannot be accepted for registration. Cheque or cash only.
Enclose your completed registration form and a personal cheque to cover the costs associated with
the activities you and your spouse/guest plan to attend plus dues (unless you have paid in advance)
and registration fee no later than July 31, 2019 and mail to:

Venture Reunion 2019
PO Box 5183 Victoria Stn B
Victoria, BC V8R 6N3
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Letters to the Editor
From Thunder Bay, ON
Dear Editor

Hi, thought you might like the article about the Peninsula; she is probably the last of the WWII survivors of this class. I’ve worked on her quite a few
times as a deckhand and as the engineer when she was working in the Thunder Bay harbour as a tug. I was part of the crew on her last trip from
Thunder Bay to Marathon, her final resting place. Marathon was also my home until I left at 18 to join the Venture experience.

Aye,

Deke Dettbarn, Class of ’66
[Ed note: Deke’s letter came to me by Canada Post, with a complete edition of Lake Superior Magazine. I checked and found the article online at
https://www.lakesuperior.com/travel/ontario/405-lake-superior-journal/ . It’s an interesting story so I have asked our webmaster to place the link on
the website www.hmcsventure.com]

From Ottawa, ON
Dear Editor

I have attached the complete book The Way of a Seabird which has been re-edited, enhanced by forty pages and re-printed.
There are no copyright issues, if you to wish to make it available for our members to download.. Please mention that Jack Oullette (Class of ’58)
designed the cover. it is also available on Kindle, Amazon and Chapters/Indigo.
See you in September,

Aye,

Malcolm McCulloch, Class of ‘61
[Ed. Note: Since there is insufficient space in this little newsletter, you may look for the link to Malcolm’s book on the website
www.hmcsventure.com . In the meantime, you will find a brief excerpt below.]

Close calls at Gibraltar

The solid stone mass of the Rock of Gibraltar towers fourteen hundred feet above the sea. It’s a most impressive and unmistakable landmark. For
my family, it represents a place where both my father and I, at different times in our respective lives, were almost killed. In my father’s case, it was
during WW2 in 1941, when the aircraft carrier, HMS Ark Royal, was alongside in Gibraltar. A German U- boat captain, seeing the outline of the
carrier with his periscope, fired off a series of torpedoes, not realizing that the ship was moored on the inside of a solid stone jetty. When the
torpedoes hit the stone-wall, HMS Ark Royal was severely battered but did not sink, and my father, considerably shaken, lived to tell the tale. It was
a short-lived reprieve however, as the ship was sunk soon afterwards by another German submarine off the coast of Spain, in November 1941.
Luckily, my father was airborne in a Swordfish at the time.
My near miss was in 1964 when the Canadian aircraft carrier HMCS Bonaventure was alongside in Gibraltar at the same jetty. Before the ship
entered port, I flew off an aircraft which needed a test flight, and landed at a small R.A.F. airfield located on the narrow causeway between Gibraltar
and Spain. The next day, when I showed up with my crew to do the test flight, the R.A.F. weather- briefing officer warned us that when the wind
was in a certain direction in relation to the rock mass of Gibraltar, extreme downdrafts could develop over the runway. He told us that when these
conditions were evident, the airfield was closed without exception, as it was far too dangerous to attempt a landing. When we returned to base after
a routine test flight, the control tower informed us that although the wind conditions were approaching the limits for closing the field, we could still
attempt a landing at our discretion. On approach, at about three hundred feet above ground, I lost control of the aircraft in a huge downdraft. Full
opposite aileron had no effect on the direction. Pulling back on the stick had no effect on the steep descent. We seemed doomed to crash off to the
right-hand side of the runway. Miraculously, just before impact, the aircraft flew out of the downdraft, the flight controls began to respond, and I
was able to carry out a missed approach. The tower controller, who thought that we were dead ducks, promptly closed the field.
Now I had another problem. We were very low on fuel, and due to fog and inclement weather there were no alternate airports available on the
European side of the Mediterranean. We were given a vector to Oran in Algeria, and I calculated that we had just enough fuel to get there. Algeria
had won its independence from France in 1962, but luckily for us the airfield in Oran was still under French Air Force control. When I found the
airport, we were almost out of fuel and had no way of contacting the control tower. After observing the wind direction, I landed unannounced on the
appropriate end of the runway. We were immediately surrounded by armored vehicles, but soon managed to convince the French that we were
N.A.T.O. allies, not Algerian insurgents masquerading as Canadians. After two days of incredible hospitality courtesy of the French Air Force, and a
most welcome introduction to Algerian vin du sable, we received a message ordering us to rejoin Bonaventure at sea. The ship had been diverted
back to Canada to pick up a contingent of Canadian soldiers for a peacekeeping mission in Cyprus. I would be part of that operation.
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Bob Graham, Class of ’56, has published a
memoir “in poetry and prose” which will be of
interest to his classmates and other Ventures. Bob
had a remarkable career at Venture, serving twice
as Chief Cadet Captain, but he did not stay in the
service. In Bob’s words, “I … joined the Navy,
like my father, and also sailed ‘deep sea’ in the
merchant service… . At the age of thirty-five, I
started teaching at Loyalist College and retired in
the late 1990s. My avocation has always included
reading and athletics, but at forty-four, I upped
the ante and became a long-distance runner. I ran
my last race at seventy-six, and in between, I
completed sixty-seven full marathons and many
others of a lesser distance… I'm the oldest
member of the family, and as the name Graham is
Scottish, I go by ‘the Chieftain.’”
Bob has, in recent years, contributed some of his
poetry to the pages of this little newsletter — these
can be found in several archived previous editions
of the Signal. To order the book, go to the link
http://essencebookstore.com/index.php?
main_page=product_info&products_id=2000

Buggins
The rain was pouring down outside O'Connor's Irish Pub.
There, standing in front of a big puddle outside the pub,
was dear old Buggins, drenched, holding a stick, with a
piece of string dangling in the water.
A passer-by stopped and asked him, "What are you
doing?"
“Fishing”, replied Buggins.
Feeling sorry for the old man, the gent says, “Come in out
of the rain and have a drink with me”.
In the warm ambiance of the pub, as they sip their
whiskies, the gentleman, being a bit of a superior smart
ass cannot resist asking, "So how many have you caught
today?"

"You're the eighth", replied Buggins
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Register Changes
Class of ’56
Mike Fairbairn e-mail: sylvianmichael@me.com
George Plater, 122 Baker Dr, Apt 502, Dartmouth, NS
B2W 0L8
Maurice (Mo) Robida e-mail mauricerobida@gmail.com
Marilyn Cunningham (Hon) e-mail:
marilyncunningham45@telus.net
Elizabeth Carruthers (Hon), 107-B, 3144 Jacklin Rd, Victoria,
BC V9B 0V9; tel: (250) 478-7399
Elysabeth Fonger (Hon), 1730 Gonzales Ave., Victoria, BC
V8S 1T7
Class of 57
Charles Robinson e-mail robinsoncharljnne@gmail.com
Class of ’58
Mon Verheyen, 439 Annie Jackson Place, Victoria, BC V9C
4B2; tel: (778) 430 0160; email monandbev@shaw.ca
Class of ’59
Stan Brygadyr, #203 - 4398 W Saanich Rd, Victoria, BC, V8Z
3E9
Class of ’62
Pat Johnston e-mail: stoof10@gmail.com
Mart Leesti e-mail: martleesti@gmail.com
Fred Walton e-mail: wunjo212@shaw.ca
Class of ’65
Len Kirby e-mail: lenkirby45@gmail.com
Class of ’67
Daryl Rozon e-mail: drozon29@gmail.com

The President’s Message
The latest VROC meeting showed that
everything is moving along as planned for the
Victoria Reunion. There is some concern
about the number of attendees. Remember
that the cut-off date for registration is the end
of July 2019 (pushed back from May 31).
After that, if there are spaces left, it will be on a first come
basis. Please don't leave it until the last minute. The program
looks well organized with some interesting and entertaining
tours and visits.
The most controversial event will be our General Meeting. Next
time you shave, have a close look in the mirror. We are getting
older, some in poorer health and frailer. In the last five years I
have written letters of condolence to the survivors of almost
seventy Ventures.
So we must decide the fate of the
Association. Suggestions so far have been to cease National
Reunions and instead hold Regional Reunions under the
supervision of three Regional Vice Presidents. There would still
be a National President and Treasurer. The hawsers that hold us
together are the Signal and our website
(www.hmcsventure.com). This should continue as long as
possible.
To try to hold the length of the General Meeting to a reasonable
time, I'm asking that suggestions be forwarded to your Class
Reps or directly to me. I'll try to organize these into reasonable
topics for discussion. This might limit the kind of meaningless
motions and loud backtalk that took place five years ago.
On a personal note, the last five years have been interesting.
I've written letters of condolence to widows, families and
friends. Some I knew very well, some were acquaintances but
all were Ventures. Who would have thought that these sixty plus
years would have passed so quickly. But life goes on so lets
make this a reunion to remember.

HMCS Oriole, Victoria, 2017

In Memoriam
Réal J.L. Langlois, Staff
Stewart B. Farnell, Class of ’61
Franck G. (Jav) Stevenson, Class of ’57
R.D. (Doug) Fonger, Class of ’56
R.E. (Bob) Ferguson, Class of ’56
J.E. (Joe) Cunningham, Class of ’56
J.G. (Carp) Carruthers, Class of ‘56

I'd like to thank Gordon and Darryl for their support and for
keeping me on track. I would also like to thank the Reunion
Committee for allowing me to sit in on the planning and even
listening to my suggestions. On a lighter note, my wife still
thinks there should be dancing after the gala dinner !?

Aye,
Ed Vishek, Class of ’61, President
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Naughtical Terms*
To broach to
To incline suddenly to windward of the ship's course
against the helm, so as to present her side to the wind,
and endanger her losing her masts. The difference
between BROACHING TO, and BRINGING BY THE
LEE may be thus defined: suppose a ship under great
sail is steering south, having the wind at N. N. W. then
west is the weather side, and east the lee-side. If, by any
accident, her head turn round to the westward, so as
that her sails are all taken a-back on the weather-side,
she is said to BROACH TO. If, on the contrary, her
head declines so far eastward as to lay her sails a-back
on that side which was the lee-side, it is called
BRINGING BY THE LEE.
*Courtesy of our late, lamented past President, Joe
Cunningham

Distribution of The Signal

As of this edition, 439 copies distributed,: 394 electronically
via the website or direct e-mail; 45 by snail mail. To
addresses in: Australia, Bahamas, Belgium, Canada, New
Zealand, Norway, Thailand, the UK and the USA.

The Executive*
Ed Vishek (’61) - President: (250)
598-9794; ekvishek@telus.net
John Westlake (’67) - Past President:
(613) 837-0081;
westlakejohna@rogers.com
Ken Scotten (’61) - Vice President:
(250) 472-6187; kscotten@shaw.ca
Ron McLean (’65) - Treasurer: (250)
595-5087; ronmclean@shaw.ca
Gordon Longmuir (’57) - Registrar
and Editor of the Signal: (604)
760-7038; dglongmuir@gmail.com
Darryl Harden (’65) - Webmaster:
(306) 216-2141;
webmaster@hmcsventure.com
Matt Durnford (’65) - Director at
Large Halifax: (902) 766 4104;
cormorant@eastlink.ca

The Editor’s Corner
It is spring out here in God’s country,

and the “double” cherry blossoms are
all but finished already.
The most
urgent task facing me after two months
in sunny Mexico was, of course, the
need to file Income Tax returns, but
right behind that was to get this
newsletter out before the deadline to register for the
upcoming Reunion, so you will note that our first three
pages are meant to convince anyone who has not already
sent in their registration form (and cheque!) to do so
ASAP. See p. 3, which you should be able to print out.
Aside from Reunion-related stuff, you will find herein a
heartfelt memoir from Sieg Deleu (Class of ’59)
reflecting on his culture shock upon being assigned as a
young Belgian officer to train with the uncivilized
Canadians at Venture. Sieg assures me he will be joining
us in Victoria, hopefully along with some of his
compatriates who had similar experiences.
I reiterate my hope that members will continue to send
me stories, reminiscences, letters, jokes, cartoons, poems
or what have you dans l’une ou l’autre langue officielle
du Canada .This is your Signal, no matter what the
future may hold for our Association.
I have no intention of giving up this thankless task unless
there is some younger colleague who thinks he can do it
better!

Aye,

Gordon Longmuir, Class of ’57, Registrar and
Editor of the Signal

Richard Duffield (’62) - Director at
Large Ottawa: (613) 837-1412;
duffieldfcga@rogers.com
Richard Neveu (’67) - Director at
Large Victoria: (250) 360-0019;
richorie@yahoo.ca
Wilf Lund (’61) - Venture Historian
and co-Chair, 2019 Reunion: (250)
598-5894; wilflund@telus.net
Eric Waal (’62) - co-Chair, 2019
Reunion: (250) 477-1425;
ebwaal@yahoo.com

Class Representatives*

1956: Bob Lancashire (902)
446-7107; casalanc@eastlink.ca
1957: Doug Henderson (250)
370-0790; e-mail
dahenderson@shaw.ca
1958: Tony Smith (250) 479-5676;
tony.f.smith@shaw.ca

1959: Tom Essery (250) 477-9321;
tessery@shaw.ca
1960: Pierre Yans (250) 592-5997;
pjyans@shaw.ca
1961: Wilf Lund (250) 598-5894;
wilflund@telus.net
1962: Eric Waal (250) 477-1425;
ebwaal@yahoo.com
1963-I: Russ Rhode (250) 642-0086;
russal@shaw.ca
1963-II: Tim Kemp (250) 494-5043;
timkate@shaw.ca
1964: Gord Oakley (250) 544-1616;
gordon_oakley@telus.net
1965: Graeme Evans (250) 361-2646;
gnbevans@shaw.ca
1966: Ross Beck (613) 621-0073;
rossbeck1946@gmail.com
1967: Errol Collinson (250) 704-0048;
erroni@shaw.ca
*NB: Class Reps are members
of the Executive
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Why Venture/the RCN
by Sieg Deleu, Class of ‘59
Toward the end of my first year at the Military Academy in Brussels, Belgium, a call went out asking for three volunteers to join the

navy and go to Venture as a NATO exchange student. I had done very well academically but very poorly discipline-wise. This was
my chance to start anew! So I applied together with 5 others. After the weeding was done - the mother of one and the girlfriend of
another could not bear the year-long separation - we ended up with 4 possibles of whom Jan Ceux and Claude Sedeyn were shoo-ins;
they both had the prerequisite academic and disciplinary qualifications. I met with the Academy's General who told me he had very
little choice of letting me join, since the other applicant was more or less at the bottom of the class academically. He did tell me that
with my disciplinary record he expected me to sent back home by the Canadians after a very short stay. When we had a last meeting
with him before we left, he didn't even shake my hand, much to the surprise of Jan and Claude. And as they say, the rest is history.

I did or could not change my inherent rebellious nature but the Venture administration was such that you could be yourself and run

afoul of the regulations without being branded a rebel. They knew that at our young age we were bound to ignore the boundaries and
they acted accordingly. I remember coming into the base late one night, an not uncommon occurrence, with a bottle of liquor under
my arm. I saluted the quarterdeck with the wrong hand and the bottle broke in a trillion pieces. Next day I had to face Captain Groos
and he treated me like he would his own son I think, with firmness yet with understanding. I did not go to goal like I would have in
Belgium. Instead, I did my required number of duck walks around the parade square, with arms extended holding my rifle and that
was it - no reports to Belgium. I loved Groos - he understood youth.

I did do well academically during my stay in Venture but again not so great in the military discipline department. I did visit the

General at the Military Academy after my first year and he had nothing but praise for my accomplishments - last time I ever went
back.
What were your initial impressions?

Disastrous. Felt like returning home on the next flight. Picture it. We (Jan, Claude and I) were picked up at the airport and driven to

Venture very late in the evening through what to us seemed like a jungle. We were still half looped after the 1st class airtrip from
Montreal, where we had been the guests of the ambassador's chauffeur who drove us around to the saucy establishments . We were
hungry and were led into the Venture dining room after shedding our luggage. It was gloomy dark and just 3 places were set near the
dias. We were very thirsty and went for the glasses of water on the table. Strike 1 against Canada: we're used to cold Stella but the
water was warm. We next were served corn. In Belgium at that time corn was a bovine nutrient and we had never heard of humans
eating it - strike two. OOook. Next came a salad with mayo - YESS! Except when we tasted the mayo, it was sweet??!! Strike 3.
We did not try the ketchup; I still to this day cannot face it. We went to bed very hungry that night.
What person, activity or aspect of training do you remember and/or influenced you most?

That person has to be my cadet captain, Stanley Brygadyr. He was (and still is) a true military man, disciplined and firm, with a
great sense of humor, and a tolerance of the flaws in the cadets in our class. He was a role model to many of us, i think, although we
occasionally did hate his guts. To me, he was the personification of everything that was good about Venture, and made my sojourn
there unforgettable. I'm not writing this just because Stan took me home for my first Christmas in Canada to his Ukraine family in
Edmonton where his Mom and Dad treated me as their own son, and where I for the first time learned how cold Canada can be - this
is a common perspective of the country in Belgium - -45 and we were towed in a sled behind a car! The most memorable Christmas
of my lifetime.
How did the Venture experience prepare you for your military / civilian career and life?

The Venture training and subsequent courses and an apprenticeship aboard HMCS Resolute turned me into one of the most
knowledgeable officers in the Belgian Navy, which consisted mostly of minesweepers. I served my brief time in the Belgian Navy
aboard the Comdiv's flagship, and he turned to me a number of times to seek my opinion when something was questionable, be it in
the area of navigation, communication or general seamanship. Like a number of my Belgian Venture compatriots, I left the Navy
because our wives could not adapt to the Belgian lifestyle.

My Venture experience taught me how to dare and make difficult decisions, like immigrating to Canada, leaving
my entire large family behind, and entering University at the age of 27 and obtaining the highest average of all
students during my 4 year period there. In the 1959 Venturian, it states that the name Venture was chosen - besides
the association of previous holders of the name - for its stirring implications: A NEW UNDERTAKING, TO DARE
AND NOT BE AFRAID.

